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Abstract 
The intention of this study is to identify and proffer solution to the derogative 
feelings of the populace towards the visual artists and their works. It reveals how 
the visual artists make statements through their creative visual experience and 
expressions without adequate written documentation. This paper consequently was 
able to examine the benefits the visual artist will derive writing about their 
creativeness and about themselves, as they themselves know best their inner 
feelings and the philosophy behind such ingenuity. 

 
 

The visual artists are hypothetically the most mystified and misunderstood in our 
society; to some, they are seen as hyper, eccentric, complex, and inexplicable. The reason 
is not farfetched why the larger part of the society does not know what they do, for in the 
eyes of the generality of people, they are regarded as strange, crazy and ineffectual 
people who are "never-do-well". They are also tagged as people who, as a last resort 
embraced the visual arts profession because they have failed in every other profession. 
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Many people have this wrong notion that the studio art practice is devoid of any form 
of intellectualism or mental power and this we know is far from the truth. 
 

The onus therefore lies on the visual artists to enlighten and school the populace so 
as to change their mind set and educate their ignorant minds by writing and writing well. It 
is not enough to produce beautiful art works and call them master pieces, though these 
works speak volumes, some may even shout and sing aloud but not in the language that 
everyone understands. 
 
The Visual Art Description 

Man has always practiced art from civilization and it will continue to be so, 
Russell, (1989) quoting Charlie Chaplin who observed that "there are more valid facts 
and details in works of art than there are in history books "again Russell quotes 
Robert, (1989) who describes art as the one way possible of speaking the truth. It is an 
expression of any conceived idea in imagery form used in describing generally how we see 
and how they appeal to our sense of beauty. Esebameh, (2011) averred that visual arts 
have always been with man since civilization, from pre-historic cave art to the 
contemporary art and it essentially refers to works of art in such areas as graphics design, 
drawing, painting, ceramics, printmaking, textile art, photography etc, it is the aspect of 
art that deals with the sight and appeals to ones emotion. 
 

Osariyekemwen, (2010) citing Margret, (1937) postulates that art is an expression 
of ideas in visual form while according to Wikipedia, (2011) art is the process of 
deliberately arranging elements in a way to affect the sense and the motion. It 
encourages a diverse range of human activities, creation and modes of expression. There 
are many kinds of meaning in arts; it conveys different things to different people. It is 
basically the response or interpretation or imitation of the world around us, a 
reflection of our thoughts, conations and imaginations. Art not only appeals to our sight, 
it appeals to our intelligence, consciousness and our emotion, and it is a reflection of our 
society. 
 
The Right to Write 

Art as we know expresses a language which cannot be understood by the ignorant 
and uninitiated, it is therefore the responsibility of the visual artists who understand this 
language to interpret to the ignorant society. Not until the visual artists begin to write 
about their knowledge and experience of the beautiful works that they have created 
through imagination and imitation, they will continually be misrepresented, 
misinterpreted or misconstrued and if the visual artist doesn't write, those who do 
write for them will continually dictate the pace of the profession. 
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To some extent, a greater percentage of the visual arts community have given 

credence to this belief by visual artist docile nature to look down on them, many people do 
not know what the artists are doing intellectually even the beautiful works they have 
produced, so they are bound to misunderstand them as non-clever folks. It is for this reason 
the artists themselves must take it as a step in the right direction to enlighten the populace. 
Egonwan, (2011) observed that "no matter how proficient you are with your hands and 
how you manipulate your carving tools, your ceramics and pottery tools, your yarns and  
 
 
webs to produce your fabrics, whatever competence you have in manipulating your mouse 
in other to create your graphic design or visual communication design, there will be a gap 
if you cannot philosophize on these things" 
 

When the purpose of an action or object is not known, misunderstanding and abuse 
are bound to set in. Over the years, there has been a missing link between the practice 
and hypothesis, there is the necessity for the visual artist to strike a balance between 
the practice and theory of art, and such will help bridge and bring about the quintessence of 
its purpose and importance. Historians and the literary world have gained knowledge from 
inscribed writing and records of the Assyrians and Babylonians preserved on clay tablets 
as expressed by Otimeyin, (2009) it therefore means that ancient pottery wares have been 
confirmed to be of great importance in archaeological study by supplying means of 
dating and launching man to his early chronology. The artist therefore, could as well 
literally document their experiences for use in the nearest future. 

 
Egonwan, (2011) aptly captured this when he asserted that the problem with most 

Visual Artists is that they do not like to write, they do not read and this is affecting their 
profession because they are dealing with other people who have reading and writing habits. 
Once someone does not read or write, such a person will become irrelevant in the society 
but if the visual artists must gain relevance, then they must begin to read, write and 
change the wrong perception about them as a body and as well improve their profession. 
The visual art is inter- woven with religion, politics, economics and the social aspects of 
our daily lives. The visual artists must be able to mediate between their works and ideas, 
articulate them properly; they must be versatile in a prevailing society like ours. 
 

In comparism to other professions, it could be said that the Visual Arts is among 
the least publicized not in terms of pictures but in the sense of the words. The solution 
obviously lies in the visual artists themselves to educate and enlighten the populace for by 
so doing, they will be able to let them know that the visual artist is not a complex and 
mysterious person thereby changing the negative perception about the visual artist as we 
cannot allow the all important task to be left to speculations or left in the hands of 
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journalists or historians who cannot really express the inner feelings of the visual artist. 
Because the artists are dealing with multiplicity of people in the society, they must write 
and write well, the artistic language must be well polished, especially when trying to get 
their views across. The visual artist must choose to look at the right things when writing 
about art and must be dynamic, taking into cognizance such things as the theme or title , 
the colours, forms, techniques, arrangement, the element of design, the principles 
applied and the materials used. It also includes experimentations, breakthrough and use of 
materials in art. 
 
The Artist's Statement 

Written language for most visual artists is fraught with land mines and as such 
prefers to simply hang out in the country of strictly visual. One of the most common 
response an artist gives according to Ariane, (2011) when asked about an artist statement is 
a variation of "my work cannot be reduced to words" as if words were evil alchemists 
ready to turn an artist's creative gold to dust. One way to work with this resistance is to 
tackle it head long with a writing exercise. Writing will not only give a better 
understanding of a visual expression but a revelation of the actions and feelings behind 
such expressions. 
 

As expressed by Jean Cocteau and reiterated by Sylvia, (2011) "Artist can no more 
speak about their work than plants can speak about horticulture" An artist statement 
is a document written by the artist providing a window into the artist's world either giving 
insight into a single piece or an entire body or work by describing the artist's creative 
process, philosophy, vision and passion, it explains the artist's work, how he approaches it 
especially when not there to speak about the work. According to Edward, (2007) some say 
you don't need an artist's statement because your paintings should speak for themselves, 
but remember that those potential buyers, students and employers may not have access to 
your art work, so your artist statement may be your only way to make a good first 
impression that convinces others that want to do business with you. 
 

According to Ariane, (2011) revealing what, how and why you do your art does 
not dismantle either the beauty or mystery of it. Your effort to reach out invites others to 
participate in the mystery and to share the beauty. 

 
Conclusion and Recommendation 

In response to specific inquiry from collectors or sometimes with curatorial 
statement or exhibition, the visual artist is asked to compose an artist statement, most 
times the visual artists are not the best suited for this particular task. Regardless of 
one's ability to write, writing about ones work poses unique problems that very few 
visual artists are equipped to deal with. According to Melissa, (2011) the main reason 
why we should want to write anything about what we do is to connect with the people who 
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view our art work. People like to feel connected especially with the creator of the piece 
of art that they appreciate. Writing about artist creativity is therefore a valuable tool 
when it comes to promoting visual artists and their art works. When people see a piece 
of art that they like, they most often want to know about the artist that created it. If a piece 
of art is conceptual or abstracted, they very well may not know it, as such, may need a little 
guidance or a nudge in a particular direction. What you say about your art work is 
particularly important because the more you write or talk about your art, the more likely 
your art would be known and be of relevance to the environment. 
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